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SUBJECT:  ENVIRONMENTAL  DISASTER  AVERTED:  HOW  LIBYA  (MIS ) HANDLED  RECENT  OIL  TANK  BLAZE  REF:  TRIPOLI  368 
CLASSIFIED  BY:  Chris  Stevens,  CDA,  U.S.  Embassy  Tripoli,  State.  REASON:  1.4  (d) 

f.  1 . (SBU)  Summary:  On  August  19,  a storage  tank  for  crude  oil  caught  fire  during  routine  maintenance  operations  in  Ras  Lanuf,  the  site  of  Libj 

T2 . (C)  According  to  Ian  Macintosh  (strictly  protect).  General  Manager  of  Petro-Canada  in  Libya,  the  fire  began  the  morning  of  August  19  inside 
f3 . (SBU)  While  some  1,000  Libyan  police,  firefighters  and  NOC  employees  were  on-site  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  August  20,  the  incident  has  unc 
ENVIRONMENTAL  DISASTER  AVERTED 

J4 . (C)  Coincidentally,  a new  Health,  Safety  & Environment  (HSE)  officer  for  Petro-Canada  arrived  in  Libya  the  day  just  before  the  blaze.  He  v 
AN  INEFFECTIVE  RESPONSE 

f5 . (C)  Comment:  The  reaction  of  the  NOC  and  Libyan  authorities  has  been  judged  by  the  tightly-knit  community  of  international  oil  community  (3 
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